23rd April, 2010, Brussels

1st May declaration
Make sure decent work is possible for all domestic workers!
 

Decent work for domestic workers is high on the agenda of the 99th session of the International Labour Conference in 2010 with a view to the setting of labour standards. 

Millions of women workers, mainly poor and low skilled women survive only with the livelihood income earned from domestic work. Domestic work is performed in invisible work environment and the employment relationship is vague. Domestic workers are frequently exposed to sexual abuse, violence, insult, discrimination and use of inappropriate language. And it has long-term consequence on their health and safety. Live-in and migrant domestic workers are particularly vulnerable to various forms of mistreatment and abuse at the workplace. Mostly domestic workers are overworked, underpaid or paid not properly. Domestic work is unrecognised, unprotected and unregulated in most countries. Absence of national laws on domestic work allows the violations to continue.  Domestic work requires specific labour standards that can guarantee decent work and social protection. 

 

World Solidarity supports the actions to ensure decent work and social protection for all; including to the domestic workers. In March 2000 WSM published a human rights research report, ‘invisible servitude’ highlighting the plight of domestic workers. In 2002, WSM, ACV-CSC Federation for Food and Services and our partner organisations launched a campaign in Belgium for a proper regulation on domestic work. The Asian Regional Seminar on domestic work, India in December 2009 supported the advocacy campaign for a specific ILO convention on domestic work. As part of the advocacy campaign a study moment on domestic work was held in Brussels on 30th March and a policy paper is scheduled to publish prior to the International Labour Conference (ILC). World Solidarity delegation consist of the partners from Asia, America and Africa are preparing for the participation in the 99th session of the ILC, June 2010 in Geneva. Jeanne Devos, founder of National Domestic Workers Movement in India, will be in Belgium from September - October, 2010. It will be an important moment to listen to experiences in organising domestic workers and campaigning for the rights in India for the last 25 years. 
The abuses of employment arrangements, methods of remuneration, working time and other inappropriate conditions in domestic work warrants specific International Labour Convention and recommendation. The forthcoming International Labour Conference (ILO) in Geneva in June 2010 offers an important opportunity to set an International Convention on domestic work. ILO convention on domestic work can provide the normative and policy framework for the governments to guarantee decent work for domestic workers through effective national regulations, social security programs and other relevant policy mechanisms. 

World Solidarity recommends the governments, trade unions and employers’ organisations to support and set a specific International convention and recommendation on domestic work. 
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